SUMMARY REPORT:

Cameroon launches of RBM Progress & Impact Series Reports

Organised by the Ministry of Public Health

And
in collaboration with the Malaria Consortium-Cameroon Coalition Against Malaria
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Yaoundé Hilton Hotel, 25 May 2011

On Wednesday, 25 May 2011, Mr. André Mama Fouda, the Minister of Public Health (MOH), presided over the launching ceremony of the Roll Back Malaria (RBM) Progress & Impact Series Reports in Cameroon. The high-level advocacy event that took place in the Yaoundé Hilton Hotel saw the presence of a cross-section of government officials and representatives from ministerial departments, international bodies, the Chantal Biya Foundation and other Civil Society Organisations, dignitaries as well as collaborating agencies of the National Malaria Control Programme (NMCP).
The purpose of the launch as Prof. Rose Leke, the MC-CCAM Executive Director indicated in her welcome speech is: “To raise awareness and advocate for more financial and technical support as well as effectiveness in malaria control interventions in Cameroon in particular and in the sub-region at large”.  

Key Malaria Stakeholders at the Launch
The launch was organised under the distinguished auspices of the Minister of Public Health and coordinated by the Malaria Consortium-Cameroon Coalition Against Malaria (MC-CCAM) staff, a Civil Society Organisation coordinating advocacy for the fight against malaria within the context of a variety of membership within the coalition. The NMCP, the World Health Organisation (WHO), UNICEF and partner organisations in the current Global Fund Round 9-Malaria Project: Plan Cameroon, Association Camerounaise pour le Marketing Social (ACMS) and Institute for Research, Socio-economic Development and Communication (IRESCO) facilitated technically in the process and did presentations of the 8 reports. 
The Progress & Impact Series Reports

There are eight editions of the Progress & Impact Series in number, published by the RBM Partnership: Country Funding and Resource Utilization, World Malaria Day 2010: Africa Update, Saving Lives with Malaria Control: Counting Down to the MDGs, Focus on Senegal and Zambia, Mathematical Modelling to Support Malaria Control and Elimination and Business Investing in Malaria Control. 
Recalling the GMAP launch

In the absence of the RBM Partnership Executive Board Representative, Dr Esther Tallah, the MC-CCAM Country Director did an inspirational speech that highlighted the aspect of country ownership in terms of malaria control interventions, fostered by research and judicious utilisation of resources made available by donors and a conscious move towards malaria elimination. She spoke in her capacity as the RBM Partnership Alternate Board Member. She recalled that Cameroon had earlier on launched the Global Malaria Action Plan (GMAP) in December 2008, closely followed by the launching of RBM Partnership Report: “Country Funding & Resource Utilisation” in March 2010. 

The RBM Partnership in developing the GMAP, launch in Cameroon by MC-CCAM at its time of production, underscored the need for mobilising funds and helping implementers to align with its goal. The MC-CCAM Country Director later on reiterated its implementation in endemic countries and monitoring through country roadmaps available on the RBM Partnership website. She added that with funders and endemic countries working together, we can conquer malaria.
“In all these activities, MC-CCAM isn’t relenting in her advocacy drive to engage all in continuous fight against malaria. The launching of these reports is thus a strategic effort to secure high levels of commitments for malaria control in donor and endemic countries to mark the December 2010 target of the universal coverage of the GMAP,” she declared. 
The RBM Partnership GMAP sets a blueprint to guide the world to move towards universal coverage with malaria control interventions, sustain the coverage and move towards malaria elimination, while ensuring the efficacy of interventions through research.
The Intervention of the Minister of Public Health

The Minister of Public Health, in his keynote address, did not mince words when he underscored the fact: “The results that emanate from this series of RBM Progress and Impact Series Reports are a source of motivation for us to generate well measured efforts that can be flagged in the next presentations of this series.”

To corroborate his point, the Minister cited figures reported by the NMCP. Malaria accounts for about 780,000 deaths in the world, with Africa sub of the Sahara being the hardest hit (90%). In Cameroon alone, 38% of consultations and 24% of deaths are caused by malaria; malaria also results to 26% of absences from work and chops into 40% of household income. 

He, however, added that there is a silver lining in the clouds. Despite the numerous difficulties, infant mortality rate has reduced. Some 200,000 children under five have benefited from the free treatment of uncomplicated malaria in 3,100 public and private health units. The Minister was happy to announce the upcoming distribution 8,700,000 Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets to protect over 19 million Cameroonians against malaria as from August 2011. 
Also present were media persons from both public and private press, eager to report and kept abreast with the efforts made in malaria control in Cameroon. Cameroon’s malaria brand ambassador, the veteran Ottou Marcellin and artistes like Richard Kings, Auntie Clo and little Khadiz thrilled the audience with beautiful songs on malaria. A theatre troop representing the Cameroon Film Industry depicted key messages on the effective use of LLINs in drama.
