Cameroon Coalition Against Malaria

DETAILED 2009 WMD REPORT
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World Malaria Day, April 25, 2009
On 25 April 2009, Cameroon joined the world to celebrate the second World Malaria Day. In Yaounde, the occasion was graced with much pump and pageantry as the MOH, André Marie Fouda championed a solidarity march to “count malaria out” of Cameroon. The event kicked off from the city’s 20th May Boulevard. A mammoth crowd accompanied him alongside partner organizations of the National Malaria Control Programme (NMCP) to join in the chorus of a malaria-free Cameroon. Prof Rose Leke, CCAM’s Executive Director led the CCAM delegation.
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As a prelude to the WMD celebrations, the MOH launched an official campaign on Indoor Residual Spraying. This took place on Friday, 24 April 2009 in Etam Bafia – a neighbourhood in Yaounde. He was clad in the prescribed dress and put on a respirator over his nose and mouth (personal protective equipment). With the technical guidance of Dr Fondjo Etienne of the NMCP, he demonstrated a first spray on the wall that was greeted with hilarious applauds. CCAM among other NMCP partners were present at the scene to witness the august event. 

Prior to this year’s World Malaria Day, the Cameroon Coalition Against Malaria earmarked a series of activities. Four major action lines were outlined, namely: (1) massive mobilisation of awareness raising plus improved hygiene & sanitation, (2) information & mobilisation, (3) participating in Cameroon’s first-ever WMD exhibition and (4) all-for-one solidarity march against malaria.
Massive Mobilisation of Malaria Awareness Raising
CCAM trained inter-confessional groups and/or church leaders plus 2 artists as part of the activities built for the WMD. This was aimed at a massive mobilising of malaria awareness raising. The 2-day workshop was organized in collaboration with INTER-NAP. It centred on Malaria Advocacy & Programming plus the GMAP. The training took place at the Don Bosco conference hall. It targeted the clergy, pastors, the religious, members from faith-based organizations and 2 of CCAM’s malaria-interested artists (Richard Kings and Auntie Clo). 
[image: image5.jpg]


  [image: image6.jpg]


  [image: image7.jpg]



On day 1, Lichindem Fides, the Internap Executive Director welcomed all for an effective kick-start of the workshop. Rev Pastor Madola Albert of the Full Gospel congregation said the opening prayer. Then, Fides introduced Dr Esther Tallah, the CCAM Manager as the main resource person of the workshop. She took to the floor and quickly apologized for the late start. And after the self-introductions, she presented a snapshot of the two-day workshop – highlighting the different modules to be treated from start to finish and drilled the participants on the GMAP. 

Dr Esther Tallah took the participants through a marathon presentation on the basic notions of malaria. She commenced with an incisive introduction that reflected the ravaging nature of malaria and proceeded to treat the 6 modules enlisted in the workshop program one after the other. The training continued the following day with most of the discussions centred on the GMAP. 
Improved Hygiene & Sanitation 

Prior to the 2009 WMD, the Cameroon Coalition Against Malaria oriented some malaria sensitisers on 16 April 2009. The sensitizers were drawn from a group of young enterprising Cameroonians known as KamerSansPalu, a partner organisation of CCAM. They were drilled on key elements of the GMAP strategy which include LLINs, IRSs, IPTp, other vector (mosquito) controls, prompt diagnosis and effective treatment. This was intended for a massive sensitisation campaign based on improved hygiene and sanitation in the major markets that make up Yaounde. This was also part of the WMD activities earmarked by the NMCP.
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KamerSansPalu under the able leadership of Leon Bertrand Enama staged a powerful solidarity march on the WMD. Members of the group mobilised youths and their peers from the nooks and crannies of Yaounde to participate in the mass mobilised march that the NMCP organised. While they walked the streets in downtown Yaounde from the main boulevard, they chanted songs of victory and hope over the malaria scourge. The young boys and girls also trooped in at the Yaounde Hilton during Cameroon’s maiden WMD Exhibition. Their mammoth presence gave the event live and timbre as they cheered up every encouraging words voiced by the guests of honour. In fact, they were a source of inspiration for the millions of Cameroonian youths and children who suffer from malaria without the necessary education on the possible preventive methods.
The WMD Exhibition

The exhibition was organised by the NMCP under the auspices of the MOH at the Yaounde Hilton. This was the first of its kind and came right after the solidarity march. It was aimed at showcasing resources that partner organisations can make available to support the national fight against malaria. CCAM among partners present at the fair manned a stand to showcase its achievements and activities. Useful information on malaria was shared to curious visitors in the form of flyers, posters, leaflets, magazines and books. CCAM used the occasion to sell itself and disseminate useful information on the Global Malaria Action Plan. 
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After the Minister’s speech that followed the keynote address of the WHO representative, Dr Tougordi Alexis, there was an official visit to the exposition village. At the CCAM stand, the CCAM’s Communication Officer presented to the MOH some of the association’s publications (About Malaria 1&2, Malaria Practical Guide, Annual Report 2007, etc). The Minister was delighted to sign in CCAM’s register as a token of his encouragement to CCAM’s success drive. Prof Rose Leke was also present at the stand together with some CCAM staff and workgroup members.
Music Contest on Malaria among School Health Clubs
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Later on in the day, CCAM participated in a Music Contest on Malaria among School Health Clubs. It was run by the Fobang Foundation with Prof Wilfred Mbacham as president. Winners were awarded prizes of long-lasting insecticide treated nets and documents on malaria. Lycée d’Essos emerged first among the secondary schools category. CCAM supported the special prize to the youngest best singer alongside some malaria-related documents and certificates of encouragement for the first best three.
The Media Plan 

The Cameroon Media Against Malaria, CAMAM assisted CCAM in the elaboration and execution of its media plan. In spite of the initial WMD media plan of the NMCP, CCAM had a huge media impact. Their executive and staff members participated in some key radio programmes on the national media such as “CRTV m’accompagne”, “Let’s Talk Health” and among others. Online publications on CCAM and World Malaria Day websites cannot be underestimated for an increasing online presence. CAMAM also produced radio spots sponsored by CCAM on malaria (IPTp, ACTs & LLINs) that were diffused nationwide on CRTV network regional radio stations. The diffusion started on 21 April 2009 to last for 2 weeks. The CAMAM delegation for South West Region was accompanied on the field by the Drive Against Malaria, DAM. CCAM is presently working on a pamphlet on Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) on malaria and a translated English version of its Malaria Practical Guide – pending publication.  
