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Celebrating World Malaria Day 2010 in grand style 
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A Detailed Comprehensive Report on CCAM’s 2010 WMD Activities 
-----------------------------------------

Yaounde, May 2010

A. INTRODUCTION
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The 2010 edition of the World Malaria Day (WMD) has come and gone with much to write home about. The commemoration of the 2010 WMD activities in Cameroon saw an increase in mobilising efforts and resources towards a malaria-free Cameroon. The government through the Ministry of Public Health and its National Malaria Control Programme (NMCP) in collaboration with partners put their hands on deck to continue combating the killer disease - in a bid to meet up with 2010 targets of the universal access to malaria commodities by stepping up country funding and resource utilisation. The Ministries of the Women’s Empowerment & the Family, Social Affairs, Sports & Physical Education, Higher Education and others joined in the celebration to commemorate the 3rd edition of the WMD and to contribute their own quota to the fight against malaria. 
There were innovations this year such as the launching of the CCAM’s first-ever Practical Guide on Malaria Control in Cameroon; a series of solidarity marches organised in some key towns in Cameroon thanks to the United Against Malaria (UAM) initiative aimed at marrying soccer and the fight against malaria. There were heightened efforts from partners as seen in COTCO’s Integrated Malaria Project on the Cameroon-Chad pipeline corridor, visible signs of MTN’s investment in the fight against malaria through billboard ads and among others. 
B.
CCAM’s 2010 WMD Plan of Action
At the initial phase, CCAM came up with a Plan of Action which they shared with the NMCP during the WMD preparatory meetings organised at the Ministry of Public Health. Enlisted below are the activities that CCAM had earmarked for the WMD celebration, though not all were executed due to meagre resources. Some activities were modified in the course of time and others like 3 and 4 completely kept aside due to limited finances.
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1. Launching of the “Practical Guide on Malaria Control” – 26April 2010

The launching shall hold at the Hilton hotel and shall target the following towns:

Bamenda, Garoua and Yaounde.
2. Malaria Press Event dubbed “Evaluating the fight against malaria in Cameroon” at the CCAM Courtyard – 27April 2010

· Cameroon launching of the World Malaria Report 2009

· Reception at the CCAM courtyard (CCAM)

· Malaria sketch (WG members)

· Musical presentations (Ottou Marceline, Richard Kings & Auntie Clo, traditional

· dances, etc)
3. Sensitisation Campaign

The Cameroon Media Against Malaria (CAMAM) in collaboration with CCAM intends to engage in the following activities:

· “Caravan of life” in Bambalang (19th – 24th April 2010)

· Grand parents against malaria in Bambalang (19th – 24th April 2010)

· Update radio spots

· Production of microprogrammes

· Video production a given theme
4. Training of national language broadcasters (CCAM/CAMAM)

This can be organised prior to the launch of the MPG in the different towns that have been chosen for the launching (Bamenda, Douala, Yaounde & Garoua)
5. Surprise Visits to Boarding Schools/FacilitiesThis is to see what the schools do in order to fight against malaria (availability of LLINs, access to treatment, mosquito breeding grounds, etc)
C.
CCAM Major Activities Achieved
Solidarity March in the heart of the Yaoundé metropolis: Saturday, 24 April 2010
The Ministry of Public Health through its National Malaria Control Programme rallied key actors and youths in an all-for-one solidarity march to count malaria out of Cameroon. The MOH was represented by Prof Angwafor III, the Secretary General in the Ministry of Public Health. Also present during the march were key government officials like Prof Marie-Thérèse Abena, the Minister of Women’s Affairs and the Family, representatives from the Ministries of Sport & Physical Education, Higher Education and a host of partners to the NMCP. 
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Dr Ndong à Bessong, the NMPC Permanent Secretary and his collaborators were there to give the collective march the seriousness and grandeur it deserved. His structure made available to partners T-shirts and face caps bearing key messages on malaria.
ACMS came with their vehicles, blaring out malaria-related messages rich in sound and music from the loud-sounding megaphones. They also played the key role in the United Against Malaria (UAM) initiative by mobilising youth animators and cladding them in yellow MTN T-shirts carrying the UAM logo and messages on malaria.
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The solidarity march started with some sporting exercise in front of the Ministry of Public Health and flowed downtown towards Mvog-Mbi and next Mvog-Ada back to Central Post and ended at the 20 May Boulevard. While at the 20 May Boulevard, the marchers were treated to another ritual of physical exercise that took a longer time and was much more tedious than the former.
WMD 2010 launch by the MOH: Sunday, 25 April 2010
The official launching ceremony of the 2010 edition of the World Malaria Day took place at the Ministry of Public Health, unlike previous that saw the day launched elsewhere out of Yaounde. Key on the MOH’s speech was the fact that Cameroon has to hasten the process of having the strategic documents for the GF R9 project ready for signatory and finalising procedures with the Local Funding Agency (LFA) soonest. CCAM Executive Committee and Bureau members like Prof Rose Leke, Dr Esther Tallah and Teclaire were present at the occasion that witnessed the participation of other active member organisations of the NMCP and representatives of partner ministries.
Launching of the “Practical Guide on Malaria Control”: 
Monday, 26 April 2010
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The event was a huge success and received the full support of the Minister of Public Health André Mama Founda, Minister of Women’s Empowerment and the Family Prof Abena Ondoa nee Obama Marie Therese and the Minister of Social Affairs Catherine Bakang Mbock who were all present in person to grace the occasion. Also present at the launching ceremony was the representative of l’Harmattan, the publishing house that produced the Practical Guide. Dr Regine Mfoumou, a writer cum translator, who came all the way from the UK was also there to give a helping hand and has been very instrumental in the publication of the guide thanks to her know-how in writing. 
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Prof Rose Leke, the CCAM Executive Director said the word of welcome, closely followed by the representative of the Director General of l’Harmattan and next the MOH with the keynote address. Prof Gervais Ondomo and Dr Regine Mfoumou did the book reviews; the former gave an elaborate scientific look to the book, while the later a purely literary appreciation of the guide. 

The CCAM banner – generously offered by the Uranus Trading & Technologies – on the official launching ceremony of the practical guide was displayed in the setting plus posters carrying key messages on malaria.
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At the moment, CCAM is looking forward to launch the practical guide in other regions, following reactions from members/partners who have indicated their interest to organise the book launch in their regions. The French version of the book is available in the CCAM Bastos office and costs 10,000 FCFA. It is not intended for making money but rather to generate enough funds to make copies and distribute at a highly subsidised price to all who need essential information on malaria. 

CAMAM took active part in the launch by emceeing and in the free distribution of the fourth edition of CCAM/CAMAM magazine "About Malaria" which was published on the occasion of the World Malaria Day. They also facilitated the coverage of the book launch as was seen in the huge number of media persons drawn from audiovisual and print media houses (See Media Plan, CAMAM Activities, pg 13).
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Below is a sample report for the CRTV newscast which was broadcast on their 3 pm news and 7:30 am news (Cameroon This Morning).
Ayi Mbile reports on the “Launching of the Practical Guide on Malaria Control” for CRTV News
The « Guide Pratique Contre le Paludisme » is a 120-page book with a glossy white paper back written by members of the Cameroon Coalition Against Malaria, CCAM. The manual full of illustrations depicting the effects of malaria on children, men and women; measures they can take to protect themselves against the female anopheles mosquito that transmits the disease as well as tables with data sometimes of results obtained by the National Malaria Control Programme (NMCP), is divided into 7 sections. 
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For the CCAM Manager, Dr Esther Tallah, some of these sections are most reputed: “The first part of the book teaches on the burden of malaria. The burden that is a driving force to say I have must engage in the fight against malaria. The second section is talking about what is malaria because many people don’t know what malaria really is, how is it transmitted…everybody must understand that because it is very important in malaria prevention. The last part talks about the treatment – what the right malaria treatment is. And how can you run a programme on malaria is again another section. And of course, we call on everybody to look at the Frequently Asked Questions section of the book”.

And some of the sections that include when the female anopheles mosquito that transmits malaria come from, how it picks up the parasite, what treatment is best for malaria and how can one best avoid getting infected are all answered in an easy-to-read format by the manual. The publication is the first in documented efforts to contribute in the fight against malaria and published by the publishing house “l’Harmattan”, also provides useful contacts of non-governmental and governmental organisations 
who are actively engaged in rolling back malaria. 

The forward by the Minister of Public Health, Mr André Mama Fouda, on his part highlights the importance of having good and correct information on malaria which he says is key in the malaria fight. But for the practical guide meant to be accessible to all, members of the public present during launching ceremony complained that at 10,000 FCFA the guide may be out of the reach of the people to whom it is targeted the most. 
Press event to evaluate the fight against malaria in Cameroon, Tuesday, 27 April 2010

The main speaker at the malaria press event was Dr Esther Tallah who did a brilliant presentation on the World Malaria Report and delved into the aspect of malaria control in Cameroon. Dr Regine Mfoumou, on her part, shared with the participants – most of whom were journalists – her European experience in a testimony that depicted her early days in Britain as a student when it was discovered she had a bout of malaria. She was practically quarantined and her white friends repulsive towards her because of her health situation not until she was treated and started school like every other student in her class.
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After the presentations, it was then time for the Question & Answer Session. About 40 journalists from both public and private media were present at the press conference and more than half of them asked the main speaker a litany of questions, to which she were provided clear answers accordingly.
The CAMAM head, Wain Paul Ngam also took to the floor and shed more light on the role of the journalist as a malaria advocate in the fight against malaria. He reminded them that the role of the media in malaria control is a call to serve humanity that even money cannot buy. Thus, the journalist must be ready at all times to unearth the facts related to malaria and report nothing but the truth to the public.

Dr Toh Ephraim, the Health Advisor of Plan was present at the stages the event, but later on left to attain to other official matters. Prof Rose Leke joined in later given that she had to catch up with business at the Biotech Centre first. Other important guests on the high table include Dr Nsangou Inoussa and Dr Kayemba Tanga – all of CHU. 
Surprise school visits and games (with the Njongndong Foundation & Dr Regine Mfoumou) – Wednesday, 28 April 2010
1. Holy Cross International School
As part of the 2010 WMD, CCAM and partners organised a surprise visit to the Holy Cross International School. The visit was aimed at finding out how malaria-friendly the institution is in terms of LLIN use in the dormitory, hygiene and sanitation as well as to ascertain the kind of malaria treatment they administer in the school infirmary. 
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As soon the CCAM staff: Dr Esther Tallah, Teclaire and Akere-Maimo arrived at the school alongside Dr Regine of CCAM Europe and Ndong Ignatius of the Njongndong Foundation; they met Mr Itor Valentine, the principal of school and explained to him the purpose of their visit. He then received them warmly and showed them around the school. Dr Julia Buban Ngu, the college doctor joined in later and was quite pleased that CCAM honoured their rendezvous as promised. 
Observations & Feedback Session: 

There was a feedback session in the principal’s office after the CCAM visitors looked around the school with their “malaria eyes” and made the following observations:
· Students trained on how to use and effectively sleep under bed nets;
· The use of protective window grills in the dormitories;

· The college doctor attested that malaria treatment is include in the treatment other diseases in the school infirmary;

· Water containers well covered.
Recommendations (Things to be improved upon):
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· Drainage system good but the problem of soil being washed down the slope during runoffs behind the main building of the school has to be looked into as it allows for standing water (little larvae were seen swimming in the standing water);

· The thick bushes have to be cleared as they serve as safe haven for the mosquitoes (the school principal promised to get school cleaners to work and to get himself actively engaged in the clean-up);
· The need to share in best practice as an exemplary method to get others to adhere to the effective use of bed nets (e.g. the student who hung his bed net and tucked it best);
· Torn bed nets have to be replaced.
It should be born in mind that malaria is the main cause of absences in schools and impedes pupils’ and students’ progress in school and so, the school must lay emphasis in the fight against malaria. 
Presentation of the “Malaria Counsellor Level 1” game
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Njongndong Foundation, the key partner in this project was given the opportunity to introduce their “Malaria Counsellor” game in the school. As Ndong Ignatius, the coordinator of the Njongndong Foundation, the game is educative in nature as it helps the child to be able identify a problem, plan for an action and carry out an action (with a promise). The game has several levels (1, 2, 3…) and has been adapted for generational change in the fight against malaria, HIV/AIDS, bush meat and for the promotion of children’s rights 
After the presentation, Ignatius took an appointment with school authorities to find time and drill the students the game as part of their extracurricular activities. 

2. Etoug-Ebe Baptist School

[image: image26.jpg]


[image: image27.jpg]



The CCAM delegation soon after their surprise visit to the Holy Cross International School, headed for the Etoug-Ebe Baptist Primary School. This second stop-over was intended to see the children play the “Malaria Counsellor” game – which they have been playing for about a week – and to listen to them say what they have learnt from the game. This was accompanied by presentation of sketches and songs on malaria, at the end of which prizes in the form of LLINs were offered to the best winners. 
At the end of the day, one of the pupils emerged as the lone winner for Best Actor and Best Song composed. She was offered LLINs as a symbolic award for her unique and brilliant performance. 
D.
CAMAM Activities

During the month of April 2010, CAMAM in collaboration with CCAM produced the 4th edition of the ‘About Malaria’. Copies of the magazine were distributed to the journalists and members of the public who were present for the launch of the French version of the Practical Guide on the Malaria Control of by the Cameroon Coalition Against Malaria. The launching of the Practical Guide closely followed the observance of the WMD 2010 on Sunday, 25 April 2010. The WMD activities were well covered especially by the audio-visual media.
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          After the WMD, executive members of CAMAM visited the chapters of the association in the East, South, South West and North West Regions to revive them. Reports from the East and South Regions show that the revival exercise was long overdue and things went well. The revival exercise in the South West Region took the form of a seminar during which the CAMAM members [most of them new] were given the basic information about malaria. That was done by a medical doctor, Chief Dr Atem Ebako, a traditional ruler. At the end of it all, a new bureau was put in place with Chief Dr Atem Ebako as the honorary president.

          In the North West Region, it was a song competition. 12 composers and singers competed for the best song on malaria. 3 winners emerged, but they still have to work on the songs, especially as concerns the messages. The messages must be certified to be good for public consumption before the songs are forwarded to CCAM and then to media houses for eventual broadcast.

The CAMAM chair, Wain Paul Ngam and other members of the group like Olivia Tumandjong, Jean Mathias Kouemeko, Beatrice Ngama and Bennen Buma Gana took active part in the CCAM book launch and press event.
Media Plan
· CCAM “Practical Guide on Malaria Control” top on the national news: 

· CRTV Sunday News Magazine Programme, “Cameroon Calling” (25 April 2010);

· CRTV morning news in French & English (26 April 2010)

· Other news organs that reported on the book launch:
Radio:

· Radio Health International (RHI)

· Radio Campus

· RTS
· CRTV Centre: Announcement on Luncheon Date, etc
Television:

· Canal 2

· Equinoxe Television
· Participation on prominent talk shows:

· Dr Esther Tallah, guest on a special health programme on CRTV Centre – relating malaria to hypertension (Friday morning, 30 April)
· Prof Wilfred Mbacham, guest speaker on “CRTV m’accompagne” to talk about the CCAM “Guide pratique de la lutte contre le paludisme” (Tuesday, 4 May 2010)
· Newspaper clippings (Cameroon Tribune, The Post, The Horizon, Scores 2000, online publications, etc)

Nota Bene: Dr Esther Tallah was interviewed on Africa Numéro 1 to assess her reading of the fight against malaria in Cameroon. Malaria was also on sharp focus on special network programmes on RFI and BBC on Friday, 23 April 2010.

E. Other Activities

Participation on the morning talk show “Bonjour” 
(Thursday, 22 April 2010)
This special slot on malaria control on the CRTV morning show “Bonjour” began with a report by Gislain Ebang that highlighted challenges related to malaria prevention, resistance of the parasite, strategies to combat malaria. 
Dr Fondjo Etienne, the NMCP Deputy Permanent Secretary was guest speaker and dwelt on the following pertinent issues:
· Historical background of the NMCP –  created in 1995, restructuring of the regional units of the NMCP and reaching out to local communities and RBM that came in 1998;
· Malaria treatment: the role of community relays;
· No much resources to fight against malaria;
· Reduction of malaria mortality and morbidity by 60% (Abuja Declaration); 


· Increased hopes with the GF R9: more LLINs and price reduction of malaria commodities, etc. 
A special vox pop on the question: “Are you for or against mosquito nets?” was conducted and broadcast on the programme and the following opinions were shared by those who interviewed: 
· The children use the bed nets and the father a fan

· More and more there is need to use nets

· Sleeping under the net to avoid suffering from the disease

· No means and the fact that the nets are expensive

· Government to distribute the nets for free

· The mosquito eats a lot of children (bites and not eats the children)*

Launching of the COTCO Integrated Malaria Project along the corridor of the Cameroon-Chad pipeline: Thursday, 22 April 2010

Prior to the 2010 World Malaria Day activities, the Cameroon Oil Transportation Company (COTCO) launched an Integrated Malaria Project to fight against malaria along the Cameroon-Chad pipeline corridor under its ExxonMobil partnership. The launch took place at the Yaoundé Hilton Hotel on Thursday, 22 April 2010 in the presence of key partners. 
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The CCAM Manager, Dr Esther Tallah participated in the launching ceremony alongside other organisations invited and that are actively engaged in the fight against malaria in Cameroon. 
According to Dr Youmba whose organisation, ACMS, happens to be a key partner to the project, the activities outlined in this community-based project would be executed based on 2 main strategies: malaria prevention & home-based treatment of malaria (community-based). About 750 million FCFA has to be pumped into the project.
Roundtable discussion on Malaria Treatment/Case Management, CRTV Television (Tuesday, 4 May 2010)
The roundtable discussion on Malaria Treatment was broadcast live on CRTV, after the MOH’s highly televised address on the launching of a mass campaign of deworming of some 4 million children in Cameroon. This took place on Tuesday, 4 May 2010 and rebroadcast the later for those who missed watching it. It is keen to note that majority of the speakers were drawn from the NMCP:
· Co-presenters: Day Zal and Dora Shey of CRTV and Joly Koum of Canal2
· Guest speakers: Prof Mbede, Dr Fondjo Etienne, Dr Achu Dorothy, Dr Anne Tchiengang, Philomen Zintsem, Ayibodo, Giscard Ayissi, etc
Billboard Ad on the fight against malaria 
In the months of April, May and June, the multinational Mobile Telecommunications Company (MTN) carried key messages on malaria its billboards thanks to its MTN Foundation initiative. This, they have done, as their own contribution to fight against malaria in Cameroon. This initiative is not only lauded by many, but is highly encouraged by the government and the Civil Society vying for an increasing public-private partnership in the fight against malaria. The messages on the billboards that are both in English and French read thus:

“My Dream:

A Future Without Malaria

Every 30 seconds, a child in Africa dies of malaria”
 « Mon rêve:

Un avenir sans paludisme

Chaque 30 secondes, un enfant meurt du paludisme en Afrique »
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All hands on deck for a unified action against malaria





Cameroonians marching to count malaria out!





COTCO’s launch of a malaria project along the Cameroon-Chad pipeline corridor





Prof Marie-Thérèse Abena, the Minister of Women’s Empowerment & the Family cuts cake to launch the Practical Guide on Malaria Control





MOH, Mr André Mama Fouda





Prof Rose Leke, CCAM Executive Director





Representative of the DG of l’Harmattan





Dr Esther Tallah talking to CRTV’s Ayi Mbile & RHI’s Tapang Ivo Tanku during the book launch





First contact meeting with the principal of Holy Cross International College 





Dr Esther Tallah, the main resource person





Dr Regine Mfoumou shares her malaria testimony





Wain Paul Ngam, CAMAM Chair talks on malaria in the media 





CCAM inspires the world with their innovative plan of action for WMD








All that starts well ends well: The CCAM Staff celebrating their success!





Prof Rose Leke, Dr Esther Tallah & Dr Regine M.





The CCAM family photo at the book launch





Mr Itor Valentine & Dr Julia Buban Ngu





Standing water due to runoffs 





Bushy surroundings 





Torn bed nets





CAMAM members: Olivia Tumandjong & Wain Paul sharing in a chat





The Malaria Counsellor Level 1 Game surroundings 





School children of the Etoug-Ege Baptist School
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