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Crises of Leadership: G8 must prove its relevance to the world.

The 2009 G8 risks putting another nail in the coffin of G8 summitry. The lack of energy and
momentum by G8 leaders seriously undermine commitments to the millions of people
desperately hoping for true leadership to help them in this time of global crisis. The communiqué
released yesterday was a collection of repeated assurances that the G8 would meet its
promises but without any plan of action or semblance to reality. The G8 urgently needs to show
leadership over the next 24 hours to turn this around.

The situation is critical: the global financial crisis looks set to push an extra 200 million into
poverty — millions of people lacking education, healthcare, clean water, and sanitation and other
basic services needed to escape poverty and tackle climate change and the Millennium
Development Goals are currently set to be lost by a long shot. Every year the world fails to
deliver the promised $50 billion in aid, means another year in which millions of lives are lost and
millions more are trapped in poverty.

Dismayed by the Summit’s lack of attention to rising poverty around the world, civil society
organizations have come together to call upon the G8 to stop dragging their heels and deliver
concrete action.

"This G8 is at risk of becoming a joke. The worlds’ poorest are facing a crisis
not of their own making;, meanwhile G8 leaders have spent only a few short
hours on this issue. For the G8 to work, the leaders need to get to work.
Make the next 24 hours count — or they will be the last few hours the world

take the G8 seriously.’
Kumi Naidoo (Co-Chair, Global Call to Action Against Poverty).

The Global Call to Action Against Poverty is an alliance of over 1500 organizations these include:

/—\\,\‘ END;OVERTY Co- o
( AMREF act:onaid 2\ ]5 MAKE POVERTY HISTORY ¢ AN ADA
bj{fm" Health for Africa millennium campaign

v.campaignforeducation.org

HI-H RBOLLERA

SN
WATER ‘% : Aktionsbiindnis * S i ® y
gegen AIDS ! Save the Children | J ;
SANITATION & WFT\Q\!E;SII . Ackion agaist AIDS German Y ‘ et Ja ‘M‘/ o
’ @ VOCATES Forum

AZIONE PER LA
SALUTE GLOBALE

EG] :@) == JNIBE] infoshare

Osservatorio Italiano
sull’Azione Globale contro I'AIDS RAME



